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This is our last print Goll Gazette. Please ask us about receiving our e-mail updates.

If you did not receive it by e-mail and would like to continue to receive updates, please contact us! We would love to keep in touch with you!

Thank you! Thank you for your prayers, care, concern and provision as we came back to the U.S. God has used you  
to bless us more than we could ever have imagined.

We have seen Christ provide in many ways, including opportunities to continue working with international students,  
His gift of our son, Elijah, on Christmas day, and ways to prepare spiritually and financially for the return overseas.

The adventure continues as we need to move and are looking for a place to stay, we look for ways to develop the  
opportunities we have with international students, and Elijah goes mobile.

Here are some of the most common questions we have been asked:

What are you doing now?..................................Page 1
What are your current situation and needs?........Page 2
What is it like moving back to the States?..........Page 3

What Christ sightings have you seen?................Page 3
What’s next?......................................................Page 4

What are you doing now?
(We have been enjoying Elijah, working with international students while teaching ESL, 

seeing people have better health & attending Chinese Bible studies.)
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. ~ 1 Corinthians 10:31
Our goals

Before  looking  at  what  we  are  doing  now,  allow me  to  briefly  state  our  goals  and 
reasons. Our mission statement in moving back to the States was “Focus on the Future to 
Seize the Present”. This included several parts:

Witness – We desire to use the time for Christ’s glory,  to grow His kingdom, especially  
among international students. (John 11:49, Matt 28:19-20)

Growth – We desire to connect with the church for long desired fellowship, training and 
growth, that will help us grow closer to Christ and in our witness of His glory.  
(2 Peter 3:16, Hebrews 10:23-25)

Finances – Many established overseas workers are being sent home due to lack of funds and 
others are having to leave the field for lengthy home-stays  to focus on 
fund raising. We are working to keep life simple and develop financial 
stability that will reduce our support needs, smooth future home leaves 
and transitions  between countries,  support  full-time  workers  and allow 
donations  to  go  elsewhere.  (1  Timothy  6:5-10,  1  Chronicles  29:14,  
2 Cor. 11:7-9)

Family – We desire to raise Elijah to not only know Christ, but to passionately seek 
after him. We also desire to reconnect with Rob’s family, after 10 years  
apart, and Elyse never having lived in the same area. (Proverbs 16:6 & 
22:6) 

What we are doing and how they fit with those goals
Work & Ministry – Our work and ministry are very intertwined so we will address them together. 

Teaching English as a Second Language at Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C)
Christ provided part-time teaching positions for not one, but both of us 

at  Tri-C!  This  put  us  in  daily  contact  with  international  students,  while 
providing income instead of raising support. Elyse loved the teaching, but is 
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Elijah's 6-month birthday
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now staying home to focus on raising Elijah.
This has presented opportunities to build meaningful relationships. 

We talk with current students in a more professional manner and arrange 
class discussions to allow believing students to share their faith. After 
students finish the program, we have been able to get together at our 
house and other real-life situations.

This is only part-time and Rob currently has four periods per week, 
but that is all that is needed to have open doors into the international 
community!

Juice Plus - “Fruits and Vegetables in a capsule” - www.HISjuiceplus.com
It has been exciting working as a family to see lives changed, while also building a sustainable income for 

when we return overseas and helping others do the same (moms able to be home with kids, etc.)
After seeing the many benefits in our own lives and then reading the research confirming these benefits, we 

have been excited to team with Juice Plus. We have seen many have better health, ranging from recovery from 
cancer, arthritis and auto-immune diseases to healthier pregnancies & children who wouldn’t eat vegetables  
asking their parents for veggies as snacks.

Additionally,  this has created ongoing meaningful friendships we would not have had otherwise. It has 
been great being able to pray for and with our customers as well as our team who have 
seen the benefits and teamed with us to share with others. We are grateful Christ has 
used our experiences to open this door for ministering to others.

Feel free to ask us about Juice Plus, the benefits we have seen in our own lives  
and teaming with us.

Family – Elyse is an amazing mom and has given up her teaching to invest in Elijah as a full-
time mom. Rob is working to be available to be with family as much as possible,  
and to do life, work and ministry together, including Elijah.

Church & Fellowship – We are attending several churches and Bible studies. Our main church 
is  Grace Church,  where Rob grew up.  We attend Sunday service and a Chinese 
Bible study at Grace. Additionally, we attend a Chinese Church for a Bible study 
focusing on college students. These have allowed us to have growing fellowship and 
stay connected to Chinese people, culture and language.

L.E.A.N. Coach Certification – Rob studied for his Dr. Sears L.E.A.N. certification to coach families with children,  
pregnant or nursing moms and those in their prime-time years for healthier Lifestyle, Exercise, Attitude and 
Nutrition.

What are your current situation and needs?
(We are needing to move again, while also have other changes in life.)

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head. ~ Matthew 8:20

We are going to be going through some major changes 
over the  next  month.  Our  biggest  need is  for prayer  for 
wisdom and the other areas mentioned in this letter.

Housing –  We  have  an  urgent  need  for  housing.  Our 
landlord is selling the house and we need to find 
somewhere to live.

Furnishings – Our current house, came fully furnished, and 
we don’t want to collect stuff, which will make 
it harder to move and return to China. We were 
blessed by amazing generosity when we arrived 
in  the  States,  but  didn’t  accept  much  of  what 
was  offered.  As  we  are  moving,  we  will  be 
looking for basic furnishings and supplies for a 
house/apartment.

Insurance –  We  are  losing  our  group  insurance  for 
overseas  workers.  If  you  happen  to  have  any 
great  insights  into  ways  to  have  inexpensive 
insurance, we would love to hear from you.

Finances –  We  are  not  with  a  campus  ministry  which 
requires raising support. At the same time,  we 
are  still  raising  support  through IFAP.  If  you 
would like more information about our financial 
situation or giving to IFAP, we would be happy 
to give you more information.

Wisdom  &  Leading –  We  need  Christ’s  wisdom  and 
leading as parents, for the many decisions facing 
us, and in many other ways.
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Elyse's first students at Tri-C

Spinach - Yummy!



What is it like moving back to the States?
(Realizing we are not really home in China or America reminds us that our citizenship is in heaven.)

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ Philippians 3:20

We have heard our same thoughts from many overseas 
workers who are “returning” to the States.

We have lived in China for most of our adult lives, so 
in many ways we weren’t really “returning home”. At the 

same  time,  China  isn’t  really 
“home” either.

Being  tossed  between 
cultures,  results  in  fitting  in 
everywhere,  but  not  really 
belonging anywhere.

Sometimes we enjoy living 
in  the  States,  connecting  with 
family and friends, following the 

path God has prepared for us.
Sometimes, we have a deep desire to return to all the 

friends,  family  and  ministry  we  left  in  China.  We  get 
confused by American culture (as 
we did at times by Chinese culture 
as well), and feel very lost and out 
of place.

We  often  don’t  know where 
we  fit  in  America.  At  the  same 
time,  this  helps  us  better  relate 
with  other  internationals  and 
immigrants,  who are facing these 
same issues and struggles.

We  have  seen  that  “home” 
really  is  family  &  friends  and 
where Christ is leading, more than 
a house or country.

What Christ sightings have you seen?
(We have laughed at the amazing ways Christ has provided, even to the point of his “showing off”.)

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. ~ Matthew 6:33

This move has put us in a position where we clearly were not masters of our own fate, thus challenging us to walk  
with Christ, and providing plentiful opportunities for Christ to give us glimpses of himself both in our faith and in our  
weakness.

While these “Christ sightings” have come in many ways, the largest way he worked was through his people.
THANK YOU for allowing us to experience Christ through you!

Insurance – One of our biggest concerns was returning to 
the  States  without  insurance  and  Elyse  4  months 
pregnant. We knew Christ was calling us to the U.S. 
and would provide for our needs, but this weighed 
on us.  After  committing to return to the US, Rob 
literally started crying when the ministry we were 
working with said they would continue to keep us 
on the insurance plan for the first year in the States.

Housing – We did not know where we would be living, 
and moved in with Rob’s parents for a short time. A 
friend  who  is  a  flight 
attendant, transferred to New 
York and picked up her bag 
and left. She let us stay in her 
house,  fully  furnished,  for 
minimal  cost  for  the  first 
year.

Car – Members of our church, who 
we had not even met,  gifted 
us with a needed car.

Tri-C – We did not  have any jobs 
lined up when we arrived in the 
U.S.  After  arriving,  we  were 
called separately to interview for 
teaching  positions  at  Tri-C. 
When  they  realized  we  were 

married, they had us interview together and we were 
both given teaching positions. This was an amazing 
provision of a job we love in an area where jobs are 
hard to find.

Juice Plus growth – While we are excited to share our story 
and have  worked hard to  spread  the word,  it  has 
been  abundantly  evident  that  Christ  is  the  one 
making  it  grow.  We  would  work  hard  in  one 
direction,  and  Christ  would  provide  in  ways  we 
weren’t  even  looking,  through  referrals,  or 
seemingly out of nowhere. It  has been exciting & 
humbling seeing how Christ has provided.

Internet cost – We don’t like monthly charges (who does?), 
but needed to have internet at home for work. We 
looked and looked and around $30/month was the 
cheapest  we  found.  We  finally  were  set  to  buy, 
logged on to pay and found that there was a special 
going on for $14/month.  This was a nice surprise 
gift.

Body of Christ – Christ has used his people to provide in 
so many other ways from furniture, and household 
items to many nice used baby items. We were also 
blessed by friends who realized that the move back 
to the States would be harder and more expensive 
than  living  in  China  and  continued  and  even 
increased financial support.
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Our house for the past  
year - an amazing 

provision

Elyse's cousin came 
for a few days

Pot-luck with Chinese-
American families



Bananas  and lettuce –  These  may  seem small,  but  they 
show the details  of  God’s  provision.  One day we 
needed lots of bananas for an event. We prayed and 
when  we  went  to  the  store,  there  were  carts  and 
carts  of  deeply  discounted,  perfect  condition 
bananas.  Someone  apparently  over-ordered. 
Another time, we needed a lot of lettuce. Again God 
answerer our prayers and all the lettuce in the store 
had  $0.50  discount  stickers,  even  those  that  just 
arrived that  day.  We have not seen that  before or 
since, nor have we needed that much lettuce.

Health  during  stress –  The  move  to  the  States  was 
incredibly stressful, with several sleepless nights for 

packing. Not good for anyone, really not good for a 
four  month 
pregnant 
mother. We are 
grateful  that 
Christ  kept  us 
healthy 
through  it  all 
and kept Elijah 
very healthy as 
well.

We thought of thanking individuals here, but know that many would rather go unnamed, waiting for the “Well Done” 
from the Father. At the same time, so many helped in so many ways, we wouldn’t know where to stop.

What’s next?
(While we are thinking we will be back in China in 2-4 years, we want to see people coming to Christ, during the time He gives us here.)

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that. ~ James 4:15

Only  God  knows  the  answer  to  this  question. 
However, we do have our thoughts and plans. Our goal in 
the States is to have as many friends and as little stuff as 
possible.  This  will  make  it  physically  easier  to  return 
overseas, while bringing the blessing of strong connections 
in the U.S. for mutual prayer and encouragement. We are 
looking  to  return  to  China  in  around  2-4  years  (Lord 
willing), to be financially self supported and able to better 
support others.

We didn’t know Christ would call us to the States, and 
we don’t know how long He will have us here, but we do 
have some plans for the time we are here. We are hoping to 
continue  to  help  students  develop  their  English,  while 
working towards kingdom growth at Tri-C; help others to 
better health both physically and spiritually through Juice 
Plus, and to see what else Christ has planned. We are also 
waiting for Elyse to possibly have U.S. Citizenship, to be 
able to travel under the same citizenship.

This letter has been a long time in coming. Every time we prepare to send an update, we would think... just wait  
until...(wait until we know where we will be living, job we will have, Elijah is born, ministry and job options settle down,  
etc.) Well, that time has not come, and may not come... but a newsletter must come! We are excited to share this glimpse 
into our lives and a few of the amazing ways we have seen Christ moving and providing during this time.

Together in His service,

Rob, Elyse & Elijah
440-879-7234
RobAndElyse@gmail.com
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Blessed to be able to give most of our stuff  
to two couples who lead student fellowships

Day before 
meeting Elijah

GREAT-grandpa!

Merry Christmas!!!

7 months
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