
The

 Goll GAZETTE...the next chapter
Spring 2010

(Updates, Pictures and more on our blog: www.GollGazette.spaces.live.com)

After 10 years in China, this may be our last Gazette before starting our first home leave on July 14. We are certain 
God has led us to return to the States at this time and are excited to see His provision. At the same time, our path is filled 
with uncertainty. Though it will be difficult to fully convey our hopes and concerns, this letter will attempt to catch the 
direction we are heading and our thoughts behind it. We would enjoy talking with you to better express our thoughts & 
hearts. Feel free to e-mail or call us at our Ohio number (which will forward to China). We can call the US for free and would 
be happy to call you back to talk with you.
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Action points for anyone reading this letter
Normally, we put our needs and ways you can be involved at the end of the letter. As we are taking our first home 

leave, we need to ask for your help. These action points are discussed in more detail throughout the letter.
Requests  of everyone reading this letter:

1. Pray for us for wisdom & guidance, financial provision, housing, transportation, other needs, and for our faith.
2. E-mail us at GollEmailUpdate@gmail.com if you received this only as a paper letter and would like to continue to 

receive our updates. (We may be ending paper updates to save on printing and postage. Let us know if you don't use e-mail.)
3. Watch & E-mail us your thoughts about the 12-minute video “Four Doctors” at 

www.tinyurl.com/FourDoctors (More info at our site: www.HISjuiceplus.com)

Please  also consider the following:
1. Prayerfully Consider supporting us for 6 months to 1 year while we transition to 

home leave, or longer if you desire to support our work with international 
students & scholars. (More info: www.tinyurl.com/SupportGolls)

2. Consider if you have extra stuff and can help with some of our materials needs 
(furniture, appliances, transportation, etc, we will be coming to the US with 
very little). (Updated list of needs: www.tinyurl.com/July142010)

Semester Update
Blessed!  Exciting!  Meaningful!  A  few  words  to 

capture this semester.
We have had a regular string of friends (new & old) 

looking  to  get  together  this  semester.  Almost  every 
weekend and often  throughout  the  week we  either  have 
friends coming to visit or are on the road seeing others.

English SPACE has become more focused as we have 
topically relevant discussions of sections from the Word. 
Some do not have ears to hear, but some do and it has been 
exciting to see interests perked and grow.

Young  couples  have  been  coming  over,  some  for 
insights as they pursue Dad's leading in their relationship 
and some just to hang out as friends.

It  has  been a  blessing  to  hang out  with two young 
couples who are solid in Truth and involved in leading a 
local fellowship.

Elyse's  family have also been growing in the Truth. 

Dad has been having deeper questions. At this point,  we 
don't know where he is. At times he seems to have the faith 
of a child, and other times to still need to follow the Lord. 
Either  way,  it  is  in  the  Spirit's  hands  and  he  is  coming 
along.

Just  yesterday,  God  provided  a  great  blessing.  We 
have  been  involved  mostly  in  discipleship  and  getting 
seekers connected with the student fellowship. One of the 
students from English SPACE has been asking questions 
about  Christ.  Last  night  we  were  talking  with  him  for 
several hours about Christ and see him as a new believer. 
He is looking to get connected to the student fellowship, so 
he will be joined into the family before we leave. We are 
excited to worship with him for eternity!

We look forward to giving a more full update when 
we are back in the States.
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Mission Statement
Our  mission  statement 

while  considering  our  path  as 
we  return  to  the  States  has 
been, “Focus on the Future to 
Seize  the  Present”.  Only  by 
being focused on eternity with 
Christ and having goals for the 

future can we have direction for our next steps.
Focus on the Future

This has both long-term and eternal application.
Witness – live as witnesses to Christ's glory, to grow 

His kingdom.
Growth – connect with the Church for long desired 

fellowship, training and growth, that will help us 
grow closer to Christ and in our witness of his glory.

Finances – develop financial stability that will smooth 
future home leaves and transitions between 
countries, support full-time workers and reduce our 
own support needs, allowing those funds to go 
elsewhere.

Seize the Present
As we are focused on the future, we are able to live 

with more meaning and purpose in the present.
Additionally, we are looking to reconnect with family 

& friends in Northeast Ohio (and elsewhere).

Summary of what we will be doing
Minister to international students & scholars

We are excited to use our inter-cultural marriage and 
experience to work with internationals, especially Chinese 
students & scholars.  We will  likely be volunteering with 
the International Student Ministry branch of InterVarsity at 
Case Western University,  though another  organization is 
possible.

Build into lives through physical health
God has blessed us with the ministry of building into 

lives through helping promote health and prevent disease, 
opening doors to share spiritual health as well.

We now see how what we are already doing can also 
help us create financial independence & stability, and help 
others to do the same.

Minister to international students & scholars
“If we don't do this, who will?”

Elyse  said  this  while  thinking  about  Matthew 9:37-38  and  realizing  that  though there  are 
concerns about provision (as if He hasn't shown his provision time and again), God has uniquely 
shaped our lives, hearts, minds and experiences for the direction we feel He is leading. While we are 
working out details and wrestling with concerns, we are reminded, “If we don't do this, who will?”

Why this is a strategic work:
1. Chinese students are the highest number of foreign 

students in many US universities and this number is 
growing quickly.

2. We have seen our students go abroad to study and 
know what an influential time that is (especially the 
first year).

3. It is common that the students who go abroad return 
home, often to closed or hard to reach areas, as 
leaders who shape their countries.

Why Elyse & I:
We  feel  we  are  uniquely  equipped  to  build  into 

internationals' lives with the Good News for the following 
reasons:

1. Hearts and deep desire to work with international 
students.

2. Extensive experience working cross-culturally at the 
college level.

3. Our cross-cultural marriage
Encouragement from others:

After  hearing  of  this  possibility,  we  had  several 
previous foreign students (now believers) make a point of 
talking with us to let us know what an impact IV had on 
their lives. Even before knowing we were looking in this 

direction several friends have talked with us about working 
full time with international students when we return to the 
States.
Other benefits:

As well as using the experience God has given us, we 
are also excited to receive further training. While we are 
not committing to return overseas, we are thinking we may 
be back in 3 or 4 years. This would be extremely valuable 
for our future work (whether in the States or overseas).
Summary

We are seeing this as intensifying our current work as 
we would be working with top students and future leaders 
while  receiving  training  (most  likely  at  Case  Western 
Reserve University, one of the top schools in the US).
Application to our Mission Statement

1. Focus on eternity, through developing disciples that 
can take the good news to the ends of the earth.

2. Give us further training for college ministry.
3. Connect us with solid believers for mutual growth 

and encouragement.
Related Information

IV ISM: www.intervarsity.org/ism/
Chinese students in the US: www.tinyurl.com/ChnStdts
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A friend & local pastor's 
wedding

Chinese New Year with a 
friend in Shanghai.
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Build into lives through physical health
God turned a serious health issue in Rob's 

family  into a  blessing  by helping  us  rethink 
priorities,  make  changes  to  our  lifestyle  and 
diet  that  are helping us  have a healthier  life 
and share our faith by giving Christ the proper 
credit.

He used that difficult time to prepare us to 
help others promote health & prevent disease. 
We have also seen  how talking  with people 
about  the  personal  issues  of  physical  health 
also opens doors to discuss spiritual health.

While we deal with overall heath, our main focus is on 
nutrition,  including  the  power  God  put  into  fruits  and 
vegetables to promote health and prevent disease. As part 
of this, we promote Juice Plus, which has the nutrition of 
17  fruits,  vegetables  &  whole  grains  and  is  the  world's 
most  researched nutritional  product.  (We are grateful  for 
God's provision of this ministry, which can supplement our 

income & reduce our support needs.)
Feel free to ask us for more information 

about  health,  nutrition  and  Juice  Plus,  or 
watch the  12 minute  video “Four  Doctors” 
on  the  “Resources”  tab  at  our  website: 
www.HISjuiceplus.com (mentioned at the top of 
this  letter).  We are  also happy to  share  how 
children ages 4-18 and college students can 
receive  Juice  Plus  free  as  part  of  the 
Children's Health Study.
Application to our 

Mission Statement
1. Allows us to connect with 

others to share spiritual as 
well as physical health.

2. Help us build financial 
independence & stability. 
(see below)

Working toward financial independence
Fund raising is often necessary for full-time workers and comes with the blessing of building not only a financial 

support team, but joining prayerfully as well. We are grateful for the unique opportunity God has provided to build these 
meaningful connections, while working towards financial independence.

Benefits of financial 
independence over fund raising

1. Ministries are cutting 
established workers due to 
lack of funding. (We have seen 
co-workers forced from the field.)

2. Ministry workers need to 
focus much of their time on 
fund raising instead of sharing the gospel.

3. Lower our support needs, allowing that support to go 
elsewhere.

4. Allow us to support other workers for the spread of 
the gospel.

5. IV would have needed us to spend around 6 months 
focusing on fund-raising, to raise over 6 times our 
current support amount.

6. We will be starting our home leave this summer, with 
no set job and limited savings. We do not ever want 
to do this again, especially if we have children.

Non-financial benefits of this direction
1. Allow us to control our own schedule to have more 

time for family and working with others for the 
spread of the 
gospel.

2. Open doors to 
share spiritual 
health by 
showing how 
God worked in 
our lives while 

talking with others about the 
personal issues of physical health. 

3. Allow us to help others develop a 
second income in their free time 
and find greater financial 
freedom, through this 
reproducible opportunity.
 If you would like more information 

about our Juice  Plus franchise, including an evaluation by 
Christian financial consultant Ron Blue, feel free to ask.

Benefits towards our work with international students
1. This will allow us to meet with international students 

soon after arriving in the States, instead of focusing 
on fund-raising.

Ways you can help
1. As mentioned above, e-mail us your thoughts about 

the 12 minute video “Four Doctors”.
2. As mentioned below, consider supporting us during 

our transition to home leave.
Application to our Mission Statement

1. Allow us to develop a 
sustainable income base, 
rather than needing to 
continue to focus on support 
raising.

2. Reduce our support needs & 
have income to support 
others, allowing more funds 
to go to others for the 
spread of the gospel.
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Jam session with a young couple  
who came to visit.

Friend with "The New Life"

Making Sushi... yum

Coloring Easter Eggs and telling stories

Elyse's brother & his wife 
(made us an aunt & uncle last semester)
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Joy of supporting others
As we think about  developing  our  own franchise,  I 

want to share part of an e-mail to my mom from March 13. 
As we have been wrestling with the proper way to view 
and use money, we have seen the need to use whatever we 
have, much or little, for his glory. I hope it can encourage 
you as well.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
We  love  giving  things  away.  Just  today  we  were 

taking our  tithe  money to  the  bank and it  is  one of  the 
highlights of our financial life. 

I  would love to earn enough to set a salary cap for 
ourselves and give everything else away to support others 
in full-time work. This thought  of being able to use our 
finances to help support the spread of the Word brings me 

a great excitement. 
I was realizing this morning while laying in bed, that 

even if we had a large income it  wouldn't  be enough. It 
may go a very long way to supporting individuals, but it 
would  be  good  to  be  able  to  give  generously  to  help 
organizations, which have larger budgets.

That made me further realize that with whatever Dad 
has  entrusted  us,  much  or  little,  we  need to  be  joyfully 
using it for his purposes. It is not a matter of waiting until 
we  have  enough  to  give.  The  giving  needs  to  be  with 
whatever we have. It is great to be able to give now, and 
will be fun to see if Dad will entrust us with the ability to 
give more.

Physical needs during our transition
Financial transition to home leave

Since moving to China in 2000, we have not asked for financial support. We have provided ways to give, but have 
not expressed a need or asked for support. When asked if we need support our answer has been, “We could use it, but will 
not be leaving China for lack of support.” 

Many missions organizations financially support a required home leave every 4-5 years. Due to changes we made to 
our situation several years ago to lower our support needs, Elyse and I have not taken a home leave, do not have this 
arrangement, and will be arriving in the States with no set income and increased expenses. 

For the first time in 10 years, I would like to ask for your support. We would appreciate your support for 6 months to 
1 year while we transition back to the States, or longer if you desire to support our work with international students & 
scholars. There are details about supporting us financially at www.tinyurl.com/SupportGolls.
Needed items and other physical needs

We will have very little when we arrive in the States. If you have any extra items you would like to donate, we could 
use them.  We are currently working on the big items (housing & transportation),  but  will  need other items such as 
furniture, kitchen utensils, and any other items for daily use. While there will be many things we don't think of until we 
are there, we will be keeping an updated list of needs at www.tinyurl.com/July142010.

Our plans for the future
You may have noticed that I refer to our time in the States as an “extended home 

leave”. While we are refraining from committing to return, to leave opportunity to seek 
Christ's leading, we are thinking that this will be a 3 to 4 year home leave, after which we 
will return to China. Most organizations require a home leave every 4-5 years so we are 
well overdue and will be taking an extended home leave. IFAP has put us on home leave 
status, which will be evaluated after one year as we seek Christ's direction. While our past 
10 years have been focused on China, we look forward to be able to call both countries 
home.

Thank you for ten years of team-work!!!
Some of you have been been faithfully praying for us, supporting us and encouraging us since Rob's first trip to 

China in 1999 and moving permanently in 2000. Others, we have met along the way and have been a blessing. A few of 
you we have never met, yet have been brought into our lives in a variety of ways. We are grateful for all of you.

Thank you for your prayers, your packages, your thoughtful words and your support over the years. We are grateful 
to now have a chance to connect with you, to know more about your lives and to meet the few of you who have invested 
in our lives, though we never met. We look forward to giving you a recap of how we have seen Christ working over the 
past 10 years in the next Gazette after we move back to the States.

God has blessed us with all of you!

Together in His service,
Rob & Elyse
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Rob & Elyse Goll
(高阳&谢云虹)
RobAndElyse@gmail.com
(440) 638-5001

A day trip to enjoy each other.
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