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The past months have been full of exciting changes. We have seen Elyse's dad grow in understanding of Truth. Elyse 
finished her MA. We will become an aunt and uncle in a few weeks. The local universities have been closed and reopened 
and students have started coming again. And the big change for next year, we will be returning to the States. We thank 
you for your interest in our lives and continuing Thoughts, support and encouragement.
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Receive our e-mail newsletters
(Please sign up to receive our e-mail updates & add RobGoll@gmail.com to your address book.)

Important!: Please add RobGoll@gmail.com to your address book to keep our e-mail from being sent to SPAM (which does happen).
While we plan to continue to send paper letters, we are going to transition more to e-mail letters. If you have already been 
receiving  our  e-mail  updates,  you  are  set.  If  you  haven't,  or  aren't  sure,  please  send  an  e-mail  with  your  name  to 
GollEmailUpdate@gmail.com. We look forward to continuing to keep you updated on our lives. Thank you! 

(If you would like to only receive e-mail updates, and no print updates, please let us know. However, only do so if you will actually read the e-
version. Some of you have mentioned that you generally only glance at e-updates, while having the print version on the breakfast table, etc. where  
you will read it and share it with others.)

Excited at the Spirit's work & timing
(The Spirit continues to move in power, including providing for us to leave.)

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:9
And they said, “Believe in the Lord..., and you will be saved, you and your household.” Acts 16:31

While  much  of  this  letter  discusses  our 
changes for  next  school  year,  we would like to 
first celebrate some of the ways we have seen the 
Spirit working, including providing for the future.
Fellowship Established - Dad has established the 

“Small  Group”  as  a  self-reproducing 
Fellowship. This has allowed us to help seekers 
connect  with the fellowship,  rather than their 
seeking and growth being as closely related to 
us, while also helping them see the importance 
of  fellowship.  This  is  a  blessing  as  we  are 
leaving.

Marriage Mentoring – When the colleges locked 
the  students  in,  to 
prevent  the  spread 
of  swine  flu,  Dad 
brought  young 
couples  into  our 
lives that desired to 
meet  with an older 
married  couple 
(yes,  that  would 
make  us  “old”). 
This  is  something 
we  had  been 

Asking for and are excited 
to have seen it begin.

Couple helping couples – One 
couple  we  mentored  is 
growing and desires to help 
other  young  couples 
develop  Son  centered 
marriages, especially as we 
leave.

English  SPACE –  The 
colleges  are  now  open 
again  and  new  students 
continue to be interested in 

Truth. It has been good to talk with them and connect 
them with the college fellowship.

Elyse's Family – A few years ago, Elyse's brother accepted 
Truth. Now, her dad is looking at Truth and even sharing 
with  others.  He  has  stopped  some  of  the  ancestor 
worship traditions (a huge deal for the oldest son), and 
talks with others about Truth (though perhaps from an 
intellectual rather than personal conviction). He may not 
yet  be  Family,  but  the  Spirit  is  working  and  we  are 
looking forward to his developing a passion to lead the 
extended family into true worship as well. This brings 
special joy to our hearts as we prepare to move.
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Peace, wearing the winners hat (also the losers 

hat depending on the game).

Weijun & Xiaoli want to help others develop Son 
focused marriages.
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Time with others – Dad has brought several Sopo teachers 
into  our  lives,  but  the  timing  hasn't  worked  to  get 
together other than in passing. With Elyse finishing her 
MA work, we have more flexibility to spend quality time 
and are asking for Dad's working in their hearts.

Christmas kids – We had the kids who stay in the dorm 
over last  night  to decorate our Christmas tree.  One of 
them  specifically  asked  to  hear  the  Christmas  story 
again, and all were engaged as we told them, and they 
even asked questions. (Thank you to the students in the States 
that made Christmas bookmarks for us, they were a great gift!)

A decade in China, Time in the States
(The Spirit has led us to have an extended time in the States starting this summer, and given us a joy in His calling.)

Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4
Within minutes after arriving in China in 1999, I knew 

that this was to become my home. Now, after a decade of 
seeing the Son's hand at work here, Elyse and I know with 
equal certainty that Dad is calling us back to the States. We 
don't know for how long, what is next, where we will be or 
what we will be doing, but we know that we are called to 
move to the States this summer. (We are looking to commit to 
two years at this time, but are open to His leading.)

We  love 
China;  we  love 
being  a  part  of 
what Dad is doing 
and we are sad to 
leave.  However, 
we  also  have  a 
growing joy as we 
walk with the Son 
and  see  His 

leading.  He  needed to  change  our  hearts  to  allow us  to 
leave. This was not in our plans, but it was in His and He 
has given us a heart of joyful excitement along with His 
call.

Though  we  asked  for  much  advice,  considered  the 
pros & cons and put in much prayer, it was not until we 
fully surrendered to His leading, whatever it may be, that 

we gained the excitement to move to the States. Now He 
has given His joy in abundance.

(Note: Though both ELI/C and C&MA require a home leave every 
3-5  years,  I  have  been  here  for  10  years.  Officially,  this  is  being 
considered a home leave or leave of absence. Even so, we have not said 
we  will  return since we  want  to  remain  open to  wherever  the  Spirit 
would lead us.)

Blessings of an extended time in the States
(We are grateful for the blessings that come with the time in the States.)

Whoever gives thought to the word will discover good, and blessed is he who trusts in the Lord. Proverbs 16:20
We now see many blessings in following His calling 

to return to the States at this time.
1. Seek Dad's  Leading   – Life,  home,  work,  etc.  can get 

comfortable  &  routine.  We  are  excited  to  leave 
everything we know and more freely seek the Spirit's 
leading without having so many ties to the world.

2. Fellowship & Growth   – We have been fairly isolated 
for  the  past  years  and are  looking forward to  having 
times of fellowship and solid teaching of the Word.

3. Reconnect with family and friends   – Many of you have 
been faithfully praying  for  and supporting us,  though 
we  may  not  have  seen  you  for  many  years.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  having  more  opportunities  to 
reconnect and strengthen old friendships.

4. Agin  g  gen  erations   – Both  of  Elyse's  surviving 
grandparents recently passed away. We look forward to 
spending  more  time  with  my  grandpa,  as  well  as 

preparing ways to be able to travel more easily in the 
future to visit our parents in both countries.

5. Green Card   – We want to do what we can to be able to 
stay together.  Elyse 
needs  to  be  in  the 
States  every  6 
months  to  maintain 
her  green  card  and 
even then it  can be 
taken  away  or 
denied  at  any  time 
(as  can  my  China 
visa).  An  extended 
time  in  the  States 
will  prepare  the 
way for a more long 
term solution.
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China turned 60 this year. 
This was the celebration in our small community.

Nathan is a fairly new believer who comes by 
occasionally

Setting up the tree with the kids who live on campus



Trusting Dad with the unknown
(The Spirit has given us a deep joy as we face many unknowns and difficulties in returning to the States.)

He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the Lord is gracious and merciful. He provides food for those who fear him.... 
He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance of the nations. Psalm 111:4-6

We have seen the Son's provision time and time again, 
often when situations seemed impossible and in ways that 
were  better  than we  could have imagined.  For  example, 
when Elyse quit her job (on faith), nothing seemed to work 
out  for  a part-time  teaching position.  We made  a  list  of 
every  dream  requirement  and  Dad  provided,  out  of  no 
where, an online teaching position that allows her to set her 
own hours,  teach as much or as little  as she likes,  from 
home, with adults, etc. (everything on our list and more). 
This is just one among many examples and we know that 
as we walk with Him, He will provide for our needs.

We are looking to move to the States, which is more 
expensive  than  China,  during  a  down  economy,  with 
(currently) no job or other life needs. (We are very grateful 
that  IFAP  has  removed  our  nagging  concern  about  not 
having insurance, by allowing us to continue on the group 
plan for another year or until we find a job with insurance).

The  funny thing  is,  we  are  full  of  joy as  we  think 
about it. It really is a joy that surpasses all understanding. 
We are almost laughing in advance as we think about the 
amazing ways the Son has provided in the past and wonder 
what He has planned this time.

Ways you can help our transition
(We need Thoughts and possibly direct help in finding work, a car and continued financial support during our transition.)

Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered. Proverbs 11:25
As  we  think  through  the  changes  ahead,  there  are 

many ways we could use your Thoughts for provision as 
well as direct help. We will have more details later, but a 
few things currently on our mind are:
1. Employment   – Rob is looking for employment. If you 

have any thoughts, please let us know. (We will also need 
housing, but that is after we know where we will be working.)

2. Transportation   – If you are selling a car, or see a great 
deal, please let us know. We may buy one this winter if 
we see a good deal since we will need it anyhow (or my 
parents can look at it before we come if it is a really great deal).

3. Financial  support   – Moving to the States comes  with 
the thought of having multiplied expenses and less/no 
income for a while. While we hope to have a job by the 
time we arrive, we don't know if this will happen, or 
when  we  will  be  able  to  start.  IFAP  is  graciously 
keeping  our  support  account  active  and  we  would 
appreciate any continued financial donations during this 
transition. (As mentioned below, we also hope to develop some 

other sources of income.)

We  have  seen  Dad's  gracious  provision  again  and 
again,  often through your  generosity,  and have no doubt 
that He will continue to provide. At the same time, we do 
want  to do what  we can to  find work and adjust  to the 
States. Part of this is making our needs known. Thank you 
for your Thoughts & help.

Winter in the States
(We will be in Ohio this winter and would love to see you if possible.)

I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. 3 John 14
We will be visiting the States from Jan. 28 to Feb. 10 

(Chinese New Year break) to take care of some business, 
and have job interviews.

We  are  also  looking  forward  to  seeing  family  & 
friends. 

As  of  right  now,  we  will  be  going  to  church 
(www.gracecma.org) on Jan. 31, Feb. 3 & 7 unless we are out 
of town, as well  as a health & wellness presentation for 
anyone interested in athletics, health & nutrition on Jan. 29 
(http://tinyurl.com/Jack100129). It would be good to see you.

Ways to support us financially
(Whether through donation, shopping online, or ordering researched food supplements we are very grateful for your financial support.)

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7
We would like to thank the many of you who have supported us over the years. Living on support from you, our 

Eternal Family, has been a humbling & challenging blessing. It humbles us that you are willing to give from your work 
and earnings to support us. It challenges us to continue to follow the Son in obedience since you are giving to support our 
work. It blesses us to know that you care enough about us to give. Thank you!
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We invited the students from English SPACE and our neighbor John to our 
house to make jiaozi (Chinese ravioli).

http://tinyurl.com/Jack100129
http://www.gracecma.org/


Ways to support us financially: (Ask us for more details about any of the following.)

1. Donation (tax deductible) – This is our primary means of support. Since our last 
letter, we added the ability to give through online banking, in addition to giving 
by check, credit card & automatic withdrawal.

Though financial donation is by far our main income, we are working to develop the 
following ways to decrease our need for such donations. We would love to earn 
enough through these ways to decrease or end our need for financial donations,  

thus allowing for these resources to be used to further the Son's Kingdom in other 
ways.

2. Help us earn a commission when shopping online (no extra cost to you) – Over 50 
stores including Amazon.com, Christian Book Distributors, Skype & Travelocity, 
have agreed to give us a commission when you  click their  store links on our 
website before shopping. The links and more information are at www.tinyurl.com/HelpGolls.

3. Ask about Nutrition & Researched Supplements – Ask to receive our “Health & Nutrition News” e-mail updates 
with free resources we have found to be helpful. (We would especially like to send parents, etc. our letter about children's health.)
 After finding Juice Plus (www.HISjuiceplus.com) to be the world's most researched nutritional supplement and 

seeing the benefits in our family & friends' lives, we recently became Juice Plus distributors. Ask us about free Juice 
Plus for children and college students or for more information, including a 12 min. online video.

Areas for Thought
(We have seen the effects of many Thoughts through the years, and thank you for your continued Thoughts.)

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among you, 2 Thessalonians 3:1
While  we encourage you  to consider  your  own areas to be  Thinking for us  as  you  read through the  letter,  the 

following are a few general areas we are in need of your Thoughts.

Time in China:
• That we would make the most of the time we have left with family, students, 

friends, etc.
• That Elyse's family, especially her dad, would come to know Truth
• That  students  from  English  SPACE  would  get  connected  to  the  student 

fellowship (especially those interested in Truth)
Transition to the States:

• Employment - It  would be great  to see Dad's leading and provision of a job 
before we are in the States so that we don't have the increased expenses with no 
income. (We also ask for our incomes mentioned above to grow, to reduce our 
needs.)

• Housing - Good price & location, we are asking for space to have groups come 
to our house/apartment.

• Transition - We have changed over the past 10 years and so has America. Even after my five week trip to China in 1999, I  
noticed some difficulty transitioning back to the States. We are asking for a smooth transition and to connect with friends.

A glimpse of heaven in the Family of our Lord
(We look forward to reconnecting and having time to mutually share what the Lord has done.)

I had much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink. I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. 3 John 13-14
In closing, I would like to reflect on the joy of writing to you and the hope of seeing you again. We would truly like 

to thank you for being our Family, support & encouragement. Specific faces often come to 
mind as I am writing, some of friends we have not seen for many years. We are looking 
forward to having the chance to connect with you again, to have a glimpse of heaven as we 
hear and share the wonderful stories of the greatness of our Lord.

Together with you in the service of the Son,

Rob & Elyse
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Caroline came from Shanghai to visit us 
and brought some cookies from the bakery 
where she is working (she was excited to 

have wrapped the box herself)

We gave monkeys to Chenguang & Kelly when they 
came over to play "Men are from Mars, Women are 
from Venus" which  we found in a thrift store. Good 

conversation starter with married couples.

Rob & Elyse Goll
(高阳&谢云虹)
Sopo International School
Zhenjiang, Jiangsu, China
212009
索普国际学校

镇江，江苏, 中国
RobAndElyse@gmail.com
(440) 638-5001 (Ohio number)
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