
Rob’s Report - October 29, 2005
     This is my first newsletter since leaving my previous organization.  Thank you to those of you who volunteered to help
with the preparation and mailing.  If you would like to help in preparing and sending newsletters please let me know.

Language Learning
     My primary job this semester is to develop my Chinese language skills.  I have Chinese class
for 4 hours a day and tutor time for 2 hours a day.  The rest of the time is spent studying.  My
classmates consist of 3 Koreans, 2 Thai, 1 Moroccan, 1 Japanese and 1 guy from Georgia (the
country, not the state).  The classes have been useful, but my largest blessing has come from my
ability to read.  When I was previously in language school I tried changing completely to Chinese
for my study of the Word.  At that time it was too slow and was more like studying Chinese than
really drawing near to the King.  I am finally to the point that I am able to put my English books

away for the most part and study entirely in Chinese.  I am excited that all Word studies are being
prepared and led completely in Chinese.  Seeing the Word through the Chinese language and culture
has brought a new depth to my study.

Saturday Evening Games
     After meeting with these men and seeing a need for greater unity and fellowship, some friends and I have started “Saturday
Evening Games”. This is a time for believers to meet together socially and build relationships as well as to introduce their
friends and family who are not family to the larger Body.  For many, they are the only light their friends, family members,
etc. know.  As we are reminded in the book of Acts, truth and love are best seen when the family interacts together.  Saturday
Evening Games gives the opportunity for believers to bring friends and family that they have been thinking for and sharing
with.  They are then able to see the love of the Body working in unity.  This is purely a time of fun and fellowship, not a time
of direct sharing, but it leads to relationships which are then able to go deeper.  We have already seen fruit from this time as
several people have become more interested in learning more and the believers have been encouraged.  (If any of you know
of good games for a medium size group (4-8) that are not English based, please let me know.  The games can require
communication, and actually requiring communication is good, but shouldn’t need a knowledge of English.)
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Edward
     One of my good friends is possibly going through a
divorce this semester.  I say “possibly” because his wife,
who has been pushing for the divorce, has had a change of

heart recently and is considering
not getting divorced.  This is a
huge answer to many thoughts.
Many of you have been lifting
my friend, Edward, and his wife
up and what seemed like an
impossible situation is now
turning around.  Things are still
far from certain, but it has been
wonderful watching how Dad
has worked so far.  This has been

used in Edward’s life.  Through the whole situation he has
had a very deep and noticeable peace that truly “surpasses
all understanding”.  He is trusting that Dad will work in this
situation and that his plans are best, whatever those plans
may be.  One of the primary reasons his wife wants to divorce
is that she disagrees with Edward’s beliefs.  Please be thinking
of her that she will not only come back to Edward, but will
find life and truth as well.

Zhang Hua
     It has also been a blessing to be meeting with Zhang
Hua this semester.  When I was introduced to him I was
told he is a very new Brother.  We started studying the

basics, together with one of his
co-workers who is also
interested.  It has been exciting
to see his desire to understand,
though everything is completely
new to him.  We have met a few
times and recently, when we
were just hanging out we were
talking about meaningful things
and it came up that this is
historical, not just a story.  He

had not known that before.  It was once again impressed
on me how people can learn answers and be in the “right
groups” (he is in the choir) and such and still not have
relationship with the One they seem to know.  I am excited
to be able to continue to meet with him as he is truly hungry
to learn and to have relationship through the Son.  While
he knows little, his heart is genuine and his questions are
real.  He is seeking to know and follow the truth.

Qian Tian - Japanese
classmate with whom

I often have lunch.

Dinner with Zhang Hua
and his mom



Unexpected Focus
     One of my main circles of influence this year is not among those who have Chinese as their first language.  Since I am not
a teacher, my focus becomes my teachers, classmates and those in the community.  This has led
to my befriending the workers at the Islamic noodle restaurant near my home.  Up to this point
we have simply been building relationship.  During this time I have been reading a book on
Islam.  Yesterday, there was a deliberate change in focus.  As I have finished the book, I am now
beginning to ask them “Why” questions.  “Why do you need to go to the Mosque on Friday?”,
“Why don’t you go, and what is the result?”, “Why do you wear your hat?”, “Why? Why?
Why?”.  I have already learned a lot, but the thing I have learned the most is that much is
tradition.  “Because my Dad did” is the most common answer, with no understanding of the
deeper reasons for their acts of Islam (submission).  I am looking forward to learning more as
we discuss their faith, their practices (daily prayer, pilgrimage, etc.) and their prophets (Adam,
Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Mohammed, etc.).

As always, thank you for your continual thoughts.  Dad is moving powerfully in response.
Rob (robgoll@gmail.com)

     Jonah was a reluctant messenger.  The Ninevites
had rebelled and followed evil ways; they had been
a curse to his nation and persisted in evil.  Then he
was sent with a message, the Ninevites were to be
destroyed.  Their wickedness had become too great
and their destruction was near.  Jonah loved the
part about the Ninevites destruction, they deserved
it; they had cursed and beaten and
attempted to destroy all that was good.
This had continued for what seemed
like an eternity and their doom was
earned, however he was unwilling to
go.  He knew that if he were to go to
these people and give them the
message they would repent and he knew that when
they would repent, the King would forgive and
there would be no destruction that day for Nineveh.
Jonah did not want to go.
     I often feel a bit like Jonah.  Let me use a lifeboat
to explain.  We are on a large lifeboat.  In the
distance we can see a massive wave approaching,
but it is impossible to tell how large it is or how
soon it will arrive.  Those in the water cannot see
the wave as their view is blocked by the smaller
waves that are coming at them.  The middle of the
lifeboat is fairly comfortable, and is a social area.
Those who stay there don’t tend to notice those
still in the water, or when they notice, the urgency
isn’t perceived.  They may hear about the wave,
and even talk about it, but it seems to be moving
so slowly and is often forgotten.  Those on the edges
of the lifeboat are often involved in helping people
onto the lifeboat (unless they are contemplating
jumping in for a swim).
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     I am standing on the edge of the lifeboat giving the warning, “A
huge wave is coming!  You need to get into the lifeboat!  It can save
you!”  A few respond and are pulled onto the lifeboat; however it is
much more common to hear various other replies, “There is no wave!
Stop being foolish.”, “There may be a wave, but the important thing is
to swim well.  I am strong enough to swim over the wave.”, “I don’t
know if there is a wave.  It doesn’t really matter.”, “I know there is a

wave, but I am used to the water.  The raft is hard and
wooden, it doesn’t look comfortable.  I would prefer to
stay in the water.”, “The raft is great for you, but not for
me.  Stop telling me about your raft.” and the list continues.
There are times I look at that wave and desire for it to
come quickly.  There is a part of me that wants the wave
to come for noble purposes, I know that the water on the

other side of the wave is calm and there is no need for a raft.  However,
there is also a part of me that wants the wave to come simply to crush
all those in the water.  I want them to experience the wave and silence
their denial.  To feel the agony of the wave and see that the lifeboat,
while hard for a while, is what would have brought life.  At these times
I want to quit.  I want to be like Jonah and run from the edge of the
boat.  I want to find a quiet corner of the boat to be alone, watch the
wave and be grateful I am on the lifeboat.  I want to join the social
circle in the middle of the boat.  I want to watch those in the water get
what they deserve.  I want to quit.  I, as a representative of my King,
have been rejected, scorned, ignored, and laughed at one too many
times.  Let the wave come!  In that day I will be vindicated!  The truth
will be known!  They will get what they have coming!
     But then the King comes.  I don’t see him, but he stirs his spirit
within me.  He reminds me that I too deserve the water and it was only
his grace that pulled me out.  And then he makes the change.  He not
only commands what I should do, but he changes my heart.  He once
again gives me a love for those in the water.  He allows me to experience
just a small glimpse of the love he has for them, and so I return to the
edge, to the rejection and teasing once again to plead with those who
the King loves and has caused me to love, to come out of the water.

Jonah and the Lifeboat

I often talk with Mohammed (left).


