
Hello to those at ELIC,
Please include the following with this newsletter:
1. My IFAP (not ELIC) financial response card.
2. Pictures will be included in another email (if not with this one) and should include the 
following captions.

 I have shrunk these pictures for emailing.  I can easily resend them at larger sizes 
if that would improve print quality in the newsletter.  If larger would be useful 
please let me know.

4379 (Tian’anmen) – Tian’anmen (The Gate of Heavenly Peace) Square is in the Center of 
Beijing and directly in front of the Forbidden City. 

4392 (Forbidden City) – The Forbidden City, the home of many of China’s emperors, and 
still the largest palace compound in the world, is now a museum.

4473 (Temple of Heaven) – The Temple of Heaven, visited once a year by the emperor in 
order to pray for a good harvest and keep unity with Heaven.

4502 (Olympic Countdown) – The countdown clock for the 8/8/2008 start to the Beijing 
Olympics.  “Eight” in Chinese is “ba” which sounds similar to “fa”, the word for “luck”. 
Eight is considered a lucky number and so “ba, ba, ba” was chosen as the day to begin the 
Olympic Games.

4611 (Great Wall) – The Great Wall of China.  Long enough to stretch from Chicago to New 
York and then to California.  Considered the “World’s Largest Tomb” since the slave 
workers were used as mortar when they died.

4739 (Pu Yi’s Palace) – From the Forbidden City to this “palace” in Japanese controlled 
Manchuria (now Changchun) to ending his life as a common gardener in Beijing.  The 
last emperor, Pu Yi, lived a very eventful life.

4761 (Huang Xiaochuan) – Laura and I had lunch with my good friends Huang Xiaochuan 
and Dou Guangling.

4765 (Jacob, Angela) – After lunch, two of my students and good friends, Jacob and Angela, 
came back to my house for a picture.

4774 (Train) – While on the train to Yangzhou, Laura and I chatted and played cards with 
some of the other 4 people with whom we shared a room.

Thank you for all you have done during the past 5+ years.  Those back home are regularly 
commenting about the good job you do on newsletters.  Actually, losing your formatting 
newsletters was something I needed to consider when leaving ELIC.

To Bill V (who I believe is now in the communications department): My time in China and 
with ELIC started by talking with you back in 1999 (or possibly talking back in 1998) about 
Camp China.  Thank you for your service to so many.

Thank you again,
Rob















January 28, 2015
NOTICE: My contact information has changed.  See below for my new contact information.

你好从中国，扬州！
Hello from Yangzhou, China!

My Sister Laura’s Visit
Summary: This summer it was a blessing to have Laura come visit me for 3 weeks, during which we visited Beijing, 

Changchun and Yangzhou.

After my last class on July 1st, I hopped on the overnight train to Beijing.  The next 
day, Laura walked through the gate of the Beijing International Airport and our three weeks 
together began.  Four years ago, when my whole family came to visit me, we stayed mostly 
in Yangzhou so they could see my life and friends.  This time we had more of a tourist 
mindset.  We spent the first 3 days in Beijing visiting the Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, 
Tian’anmen Square and, of course, the Great Wall.  On the evening of the last day we 
boarded the train and headed towards Changchun.  

While in Changchun, other than preparing for the move to Yangzhou, we were also 
able to meet with many of my friends and students and to visit the “palace” of the last 
emperor of China.  A huge picnic with all of my Changchun students along with their spouses 
and children was scheduled for Saturday, but that morning we woke up to pouring rain.  The 
students, excited to meet Laura and to have a final time together, made some calls and 
planned to meet in a restaurant instead.  All of my non-Chinese friends had already returned 
home for the summer, but it was wonderful to have the opportunity to introduce Laura to 
many of my Chinese friends and students who she has heard so much about over the past two 
years and who have heard even more about her. After roughly a week of meeting with friends 
in Changchun, we said good-bye and boarded the train for the 28 hour ride to Yangzhou, 
Laura’s first “real” train experience.

It has been two years since I taught in Yangzhou, so most of my students have already 
graduated and the rest were home for the summer.  However, Laura and I were able to spend 
time with my friends who live in Yangzhou.  Rather than just staying in one city, we traveled 
to some of the surrounding cities which are full of culture since Yangzhou is in one of the 
cultural centers of ancient China.  Then after about a week, we boarded the bus to Shanghai 
to stay at one of my students homes for the night and then say good-bye the next day.

The highlight of the trip was simply “time”.  Last time my family came it was for a 
short time and we felt like we needed to make the most of every moment.  This time, Laura 
and I were simply able to enjoy spending time together.  We had plenty of time to talk, but 
we also had time to relax with friends and to just goof around and enjoy being together.  It 
was wonderful to stop feeling like a tour-guide and to feel as if she was part of my life.

Saying Goodbye in Changchun
Summary: Leaving Changchun was difficult, but filled with much blessing and a new openness to meaningful things.

Leaving Changchun was both exciting and difficult.  It was exciting to start my new 
life in Yangzhou, to be reunited with old friends and to continue my language study, but it 
was also difficult to leave my friends and students.  With the difficulties in leaving came 
many blessings.  We had been talking about meaningful things all semester as part of class, 
but it never really seemed to hit home with the students as something personal.  Dad used, not 
my staying, but my leaving, to jar them.  When I told my students I wouldn’t be back, 
without my knowing, many of them independently called the department heads to see if they 
had done something wrong.  It jarred them that I was leaving and many of them took the 
opportunity to ask many questions about life and purpose.  The last few weeks of class 
included students coming to class more than 40 minutes early or staying after class just to talk 
about life and meaningful things.  It was humbling to see that the greatest fruit seemed to 
come not from anything I did, but when I did nothing and Dad worked in the circumstances 



and in their hearts to bring a new openness.  I am excited that my teammate Barbara will be 
taking my spot next year.  After hearing how much I loved the department and the adult 
students, she decided to change departments.  It will also be difficult to say good-bye to my 
team and other friends in the city, but as always, for those who are family, we have the 
excitement of knowing that we will see each other again and that we are serving in unity, 
though in different places.  For those who are not yet family, I can only think on their behalf 
and know that the Father loves them more than I.

Welcome to Yangzhou
Summary: I am looking forward to continuing old relationships as well as meeting new friends in my new home in 

Yangzhou.

Saying Goodbye in Changchun meant saying hello in Yangzhou.  Most of my 
previous students have either graduated or are gone for the summer, but it has still been nice 
to see several of my friends who are either from or working in Yangzhou.  As well as seeing 
old friends, I am looking forward to meeting new friends both on the college campus and 
near my home.  This is my first opportunity in Yangzhou to live off of campus and really feel 
like a part of the community.  I am excited for this opportunity to branch out and to leave the 
foreigner housing we lived in when I was teaching here.  Much of what is to come is still a 
mystery as I don’t know who my classmates or teachers will be, or who I will meet and who 
my friends will be during the following year.  It has been nice to begin getting to know my 
neighbors (who all seem very friendly) and to begin feeling at home.

Changing From ELIC to IFAP
Summary: I have left ELIC and am now with IFAP.  This comes with new opportunities and challenges.

For the first time since coming to China in 1999, I am not a member of English 
Language Institute/China (ELIC).  ELIC has been wonderful to work with and I would 
consider returning in the future and highly recommend them to anyone coming to China, but 
it is time to move on.  I am now fully under the International Fellowship of Alliance 
Professionals (IFAP).  Actually, I started preparing for this change more than 2 years ago 
when I started having all finances go through IFAP instead of ELI.  The major changes are 
that I am now able to choose my own city and school (thus returning to Yangzhou) and 
instead of going to the ELIC mid-year conference, I will now be heading to the IFAP mid-
year conference each year.  Choosing my own living conditions also means being able to live 
off campus, away from the “foreign ghetto”, and to mix with real people in their real lives.  
The other major change is that I will now be responsible for taking care of my own 
newsletters, as where ELIC had helped with formatting and distribution in the past.  (The 
need for help with newsletters is mentioned more in another section.)

Needed: Help with Newsletters
Summary: If you would be interested in helping to prepare and send my newsletters, please let me know.

In my previous letter, I mentioned that as ELIC will no longer be formatting and 
distributing my newsletters I am in need of several people who can help with this process.  I 
will do the formatting myself, but I will need help in going to the copy center, folding, 
stuffing envelopes and mailing.  I am mainly looking for help among those living in the 
Cleveland area as that is where my family is and where I have the most contacts, but if a 
fellowship in a different area would like to help with this responsibility please let me know.  
Since my last letter, I have heard from one couple in the Cleveland area and one friend in 
Hong Kong.  It would be nice to have a few more individuals to help with these 
responsibilities.  If you are interested please let me know.

Thank You for Your Support/ How Can I Be Thinking of You?
Summary: Thank you for your continued support.  Please let me know how I can be thinking for you.

It is hard to believe that we have been working together for 5 years to bring hope to 
the people of China, especially those on the university campuses.  Thank you so much for 



your continued support.  I hear from my family that many of you continue to ask how I am 
doing and are keeping me regularly in thought.  It has also been encouraging to hear from 
many of you personally through letters, packages and email.  I am excited to hear that a few 
of you have been able to make it over to China and catch glimpses of the life and work going 
on here.  Thank you for your regular thoughts, financial gifts, care packages and other 
encouragements.  For all of you that I know are supporting me in any way, financially, 
thoughtfully, etc. I am also thinking of you.  I have a regular thought loop, which regularly 
reminds me to be thinking of you.  If I have heard from you at all over the past few years, I 
am thinking of you.  If you have any areas for which you would like special thought please 
let me know.  I would be glad to have some specifics to think for and I will write them next to 
your name if I hear from you.

All Financial Donations Need to Go Through IFAP (not ELIC)
Summary: All financial donations need to be sent to IFAP.  I will not receive those sent to ELIC.

As I am now officially no longer a member of ELIC, all financial donations will need 
to be sent to IFAP.  Any donations received by ELIC, will likely be given to the general fund 
for miscellaneous costs at ELIC.  For most of you who are giving financially, you are already 
doing this and have been for over a year so no change is needed.

My New Contact Information
Summary: My contact information has changed. 

All of my contact information is changing at the same time.  With leaving ELI, I will 
be losing my email account.  At the same time, I have moved so my address and phone 
number have changed.  Please note my new contact information below.

Email: RobGoll@gmail.com (or LuoYang1@gmail.com for my Chinese friends)
Phone Number: (0514) 789-0210
Address Chinese:

罗阳 (Rob Goll)

江苏省扬州大学南路88号  

扬州大学外事处 225009

Address English:
Rob Goll (罗阳)
Yangzhou University
International Affairs Office
88 Daxue Road South
Jiangsu, Yangzhou 225009

A fellow child of the King,
罗阳 (Rob Goll)

mailto:LuoYang1@gmail.com
mailto:RobGoll@gmail.com

